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their transportation planning. Besides setting forth requirements for
more comprehensive planning, the bill also allows states and MPOs
to spend a larger proportion of federal aid on planning; such spend-
ing was based on a formula allocation in previous legislation.

As the ISTEA shifts the locus of decision making toward states and
MPOs, it remains important for the federal government to communi-
cate the national interest in routes that are critical for the movement
of interstate and international commerce. The committee recom-
mends that the Office of Intermodalism ensure that studies are con-
ducted periodically on the port access routes important to interstate
and international commerce and national defense and that this infor-
mation is conveyed to state and local officials responsible for funding
decisions and to all parties concerned about the improvement of these
routes.

Increased federal support for local and state assessment of port ac-
cess needs could help develop a better data base for identifying projects
and for improving local transportation planning to facilitate cargo
movements. A 1992 Transportation Research Board report found that
the major gap in DOT data collection is data on the origin, destination,
and mode of freight flows (TRB 1992). It also noted that data collec-
tion is a low-profile activity in the federal government, one without
many champions. The committee recommends that the Office of Inter-
modalism advocate the importance of intermodal freight transporta-
tion and that it strongly encourage the new Bureau of Transportation
Statistics in DOT to make its highest priority the redressing of serious
shortcomings in intermodal freight flow data.

The eligibility criteria for federal aid in the ISTEA as implied in
Sections 1006(d) and 1007(b) are quite broad; the intent of the legis-
lation is to give greater flexibility to local and state officials in meet-
ing intermodal transportation needs. Thus, it appears that dedicated
freight corridors such as the Alameda Corridor project, as well as
highway-railroad grade separation projects that are required for such
corridors, will be eligible for funding if the roads are classified by the
MPOs or states as part of either the National Highway System or the
Surface Transportation System. In this regard port officials should be
working directly with their MPOs to ensure that their access routes
are considered for classification under these systems. A proposed
classification of all highways is to be presented to the Congress by
December 1993; until then ports can recommend that routes impor-
tant to them be designated as part of one of these systems.